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On entry the address of spinlock is in register EAX
and the spinlock is unlocked iff its value is 1

acquire: LOCK;DEC [EAX] : LOCK’d decrement of [EAX]

JNS enter ; branch if [EAX] was > 1
spin: CMP [EAX],0 ; test [EAX]
JLE spin ; branch if [EAX] was < 0
JMP acquire ; try again
enter: : the critical section starts here
release: MOV [EAX]—1 ™
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